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In the afternoon, as a number of the citizens had assembled in front of the new jail, a party of the military appeared in sight, and although there was no necessity for their disturbing the Assembly, they charged in bravado, up to the rear. The inhabitants opened to the right and left, and gave them free passage. Resolved to provoke an affray, they attempted to disarm some of the citizens of their canes. They were now indulged in their desire, and a battle began, in which some of the soldiers were disarmed, and the party driven to the barracks. One citizen was hurt in the face, and one of the assailants severely wounded in the shoulder; while another, who had been found prominent in the affair of the preceding day, was arrested and committed. On the next day after the second affray, the Mayor isssued an order that no soldiers should be out of the barracks on duty, except accompanied by a non-commissioned officer; and notified the citizens, that when soldiers appear in numbers, thus accompanied, they need not be alarmed.*
At the meeting of the 17th, the question was put upon moving the corporation for permission to re-erect their flag staff upon the former place, or upon some other suitable spot This was opposed by Mr. Lamb, and some others, as conceding that the corporation had a right to refuse such permission. But this view of the subject was overruled by a majority, and a Committee was appointed to petition the corporation in that respect. The memorial, dated on the 30th January, set forth the patriotic occasion on which the first flag staff had been erected; the legitimate objects for which it had been used; the wanton aggressions of the military upon the rights of the people, in destroying the emblem erected to constitutional liberty; and called upon the corporation to grant them leave to reinstate the one which had been recently overthrown. Their request was rejected. Meanwhile the minority was resolved to act independently of the corporation, and purchased
* Holt's paper